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Warning
The Department of War (DoW) Trafficking in Persons presentation contains language and 
images depicting physical violence and sexual violence to accurately portray the nature 
of trafficking in persons. DoW has determined that this level of candor is necessary in 
order to properly convey the subject matter. 
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Additional Resources: Human Trafficking Survivor Voices
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https://ctip.defense.gov/Survivor -Voices/   

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Before I begin I want to recognize the importance of survivors in this battle to combat human trafficking.  You have heard from two survivors today.  The Survivor Voices of Trafficking Project launched in July 2021 on the CTIP PMO Website and thank the many survivors who have helped us understand human trafficking and design programs to combat it. 
Some of them are here with us today.  I’d like them to stand up and be recognized.  They have courageously shared their stories with us, many of them linked in some way to the military.   Most were trafficked when they were minors or youth.  
Some of their stories are hard to hear – stories of military men purchasing sex from them, or of exploitation and trafficking by an active or former or dishonorably discharged military member.
And yet all are stories of resilience and survival, some where the U.S. military played a role in their rescue and restoration, including some who were trafficked when they were minors and joined the military afterwards which gave them a new family and new life.




https://ctip.defense.gov/Survivor-Voices/
https://ctip.defense.gov/Survivor-Voices/
https://ctip.defense.gov/Survivor-Voices/


The Warfighter’s Approach

The Warfighter Approach to Stopping Human Trafficking approach equips military personnel to 
recognize, report, and help disrupt trafficking as part of today's operational environment.
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Traditional View

Human trafficking is a 
humanitarian and 
criminal justice issue.

Warfighter’s View

Human trafficking is 
also a national security 
and operational threat.

Human trafficking is more than a humanitarian or criminal justice issue—it is an operational 
threat that affects mission readiness, military installations, supply chains, and national security.



The Warfighter’s Approach
• The 21st-century warfighter faces new adversaries—

narco-terrorists, rogue militias, cartels, street 
gangs, and other transnational and domestic 
criminal organizations  and foreign terrorist 
organizations that rely on human trafficking to 
support their operations.

• These actors employ asymmetric and irregular 
tactics,  using human trafficking alongside other 
illicit activities to gain power and control

• Warfighters need to be trained deeply and broadly  
to understand these new adversaries and how to 
combat them.
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Today’s Adversaries

• Sinaloa Cartel 
• Cártel de Jalisco 

Nueva Generación 
(CJNG)

• Cártel del Golfo 
(Gulf Cartel

Street and 
Prison Gangs

Drug Cartels & 
Narco Terrorists

Transnational 
Criminal 

Organizations

Violent 
Extremist 

Organizations

Motorcycle 
Outlaw Gangs

• Chinese Triads
• Russian Bratva
• Yakuza
• Black Axe

• MS-13
• Tren de Aragua
• Bloods
• Crips

• Hells Angels
• Outlaws 

Motorcycle Club
• Bandidos 

Motorcycle Club

• ISIS
• Boko Haram

Human trafficking is not carried out by a single type of offender. It is used by a diverse range of adversaries 
to support and sustain their operations. Representative organizations linked to human trafficking include:

A Warfighter Approach To Stopping Human Trafficking World Day Against Trafficking in Persons 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/2/7/491983.pdf 
https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/arms-trafficking-and-organized-crime/ 




Why Human Trafficking? 
Human trafficking is not the end goal—it is a strategic tool used to advance broader criminal and 
operational objectives.

FINANCE 
OPERATIONS

BUILD
CAPACITY

EXPAND
NETWORKS

• Finance 
operations

• Sustain logistics

• Expand 
influence

• Child soldiers

• Forced labor

• Intelligence

• Recruitment

• Multi -Purpose 
Routes

• Drug Trafficking

• Arms 
Trafficking
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Consider this case:

Armed terrorist groups in Afghanistan recruited 47 children as child soldiers. They used them to plant improvised explosive devices and to transport provisions, 
but at least 10 children were used to conduct suicide attacks.  In one suicide attack, a 16-year-old boy killed himself at the entrance to the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) headquarters in Kabul.




Human Trafficking Threatens National Security and Border Security in the U.S. Routes  
See these Routes of Foreign National Human Trafficking at our Southern Border
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This map shows some of the documented routes and patterns used by human traffickers. It is based on federal criminal and administrative case law.
Green lines represent foreign national sex trafficking cases prosecuted by the U.S. Department of Justice in federal court.
Blue lines indicate foreign national labor trafficking cases investigated by the U.S. Department of Labor, particularly those involving child exploitation and child labor.
Black dotted and dashed lines mark the activity of three major foreign national gangs - now classified as domestic terrorist criminal cartels - that are known to be involved in human trafficking.
Note: These lines reflect only known routes and patterns, as identified through federal case law and FBI gang intelligence reports.
The red line represents the Cadena ring, a Mexican human trafficking ring in which hundreds of women and children, some as young as 13 years old, were trafficked from Mexico to the U.S. This line is one detailed example of the many sex trafficking cases, each with dozens, sometimes hundreds, of victims.
The yellow line represents the Packers Sanitation Service Inc. (PSSI) case. PSSI exploited over 100 foreign national children - ages 13 to 17 years of age. The children were illegally employed in hazardous jobs in food sanitation services. They were working overnight shifts at 14 meat processing facilities in 8 states. In the child labor cases, the children were trafficked into the U.S. from Mexico and Central America and in many cases were in debt bondage to their traffickers and "sponsors." This line is one detailed example of the many labor trafficking cases each with dozens, sometimes hundreds of victims.
U.S. intelligence sources confirm that MS-13 is operating in 46 states in the U.S.; Tren de Aragua is operating in at least 16 states in the U.S.; and Los Zetas Northeast Cartel, its most formidable faction, has long controlled the US-Mexico border city of Nuevo Laredo and the north part of Nuevo León and as far south as Monterrey.





Southern Border Breach Methods

BY LAND

By foot, car, 
or truck – 
across the 
southern 
border wall 
or wilderness

BY SEA

From Mexico 
to San Diego 
or further up 
coast

BY TRAIN

By freight 
routes 
crossing the 
border, no 
passenger 
routes

BY AIR

By small 
private 
aircraft, 
cargo planes,  
commercial 
aircraft

UNDERGROUND

Through 200 
plus tunnels 
from Mexico 
to the U.S. 

RIO GRANDE

River 
crossing by 
wading, 
swimming, 
floating, or 
boarding
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In 2000, the United Nations recognized the need for sovereign countries to secure their borders, drafting the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, which supplemented the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. The Transnational Crime Convention was signed and ratified by 193 parties. Today, U.S. borders can be breached in so many ways. At the Southern Border, there have been breaches in the following ways: 

By land on foot, in cars, trucks or ATVs
By sea from Mexico up to San Diego or further up the coast in every kind of vessel.  Traffickers use pangas, which are small outboard powered fishing skiffs that can travel quickly and operate in shallow waters, but also kayaks, jet skis, larger fishing boats,  cabin cruisers and even yachts
By train: there are no passenger trains that cross the border, but there are 6 freight routes from Mexico into the U.S. via six primary "gateway" crossing points in California, Arizona, and Texas, where they are interchanged with Mexican railroads. Key players are Union Pacific (UP), which serves all these points, and Canadian Pacific Kansas City (CPKC), the first transcontinental railroad serving all three North American countries. Other notable routes and projects include the Mexican Interoceanic Railroad, which connects Mexico's Pacific and Atlantic coasts, and the CG Railway train ferry from Mobile, Alabama to Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz
By river – Across the Rio Grande by wading, swimming, floating, and small boats
Underground, through tunnels. In the past 20 years, over 250 tunnels from Mexico to the U.S. have been uncovered.  The longest cross-border smuggling tunnel discovered between Mexico and the U.S. was 4,309 feet (1,313 meters) long. Discovered in January 2020 by the San Diego Tunnel Task Force, it connected Tijuana, Mexico, with the San Diego area in California.  It featured a rail track system, ventilation system, drainage system, high voltage electric cables, elevators at entrance and exit. New tunnels are being discovered every month, with one from Tijuana to San Diego just uncovered two weeks ago. 
By air: usually using small private aircraft, cargo planes, and sometimes even commercial aircraft.  A colleague who works in an anti-trafficking NGO said that now that the land borders have been virtually sealed, small plane loads of people are being smuggled into the U.S. daily to airstrips in Indian Reservations. U.S. intel services have noted in the past that some tribes have alliances with street gangs like MS-13.  
Storm drains. There is no exact number known or published, but experts say there are hundreds, perhaps thousands of storm drains across the U.S. Mexican border. Since the Trump Administration has closed the land borders, traffickers have been resorting to using storm drains to get people across the border.  Some are big enough to fit a truck through and empty into an arroyo that drains into the Rio Grande. Others are a few feet off the ground and force the migrants to crawl upwards 50 feet or more to street level.  Reaching the tunnels requires a hike through rocks, weeds, sand and concrete overflows that easily can lead to falls. Entrances are  littered with half-filled water bottles, empty soda cans, discarded muddy clothes and even an abandoned sleeping bag. The tunnels seem massive at first, but they get progressively narrower under the interstate. During a rainstorm, they can become death traps. When it’s raining, the fast-moving water can be fatal.  Border patrol maintains a specially trained units for these rescues.  Storm drains running underground network of 24- to 36-inch pipes lead to street-level manhole covers in the U.S..  In 2023, the El Paso Fire Department  used a metal-cutting saw to rescue 17 migrants trapped under a grate in South El Paso. “�





Routes and Patterns of Foreign National Human Trafficking 
from Northern Border of the U.S.
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This map shows some of the documented routes and patterns used by human traffickers. It is based on federal criminal and administrative case law.
Green lines represent foreign national sex trafficking cases prosecuted by the U.S. Department of Justice in federal court.
Blue lines indicate foreign national labor trafficking cases investigated by the U.S. Department of Labor, particularly those involving child exploitation and child labor.
Black dotted and dashed lines mark the activity of three major foreign national gangs - now classified as domestic terrorist criminal cartels - that are known to be involved in human trafficking.
Note: These lines reflect only known routes and patterns, as identified through federal case law and FBI gang intelligence reports.
The red line represents the Cadena ring, a Mexican human trafficking ring in which hundreds of women and children, some as young as 13 years old, were trafficked from Mexico to the U.S. This line is one detailed example of the many sex trafficking cases, each with dozens, sometimes hundreds, of victims.
The yellow line represents the Packers Sanitation Service Inc. (PSSI) case. PSSI exploited over 100 foreign national children - ages 13 to 17 years of age. The children were illegally employed in hazardous jobs in food sanitation services. They were working overnight shifts at 14 meat processing facilities in 8 states. In the child labor cases, the children were trafficked into the U.S. from Mexico and Central America and in many cases were in debt bondage to their traffickers and "sponsors." This line is one detailed example of the many labor trafficking cases each with dozens, sometimes hundreds of victims.
U.S. intelligence sources confirm that MS-13 is operating in 46 states in the U.S.; Tren de Aragua is operating in at least 16 states in the U.S.; and Los Zetas Northeast Cartel, its most formidable faction, has long controlled the US-Mexico border city of Nuevo Laredo and the north part of Nuevo León and as far south as Monterrey.





Northern Border Breach Methods

BY FOOT ON LAND

Especially 
from Canada 
to Northeast 
States

BY SEA

Via Atlantic 
and Pacific 
Ocean, fishing 
vessels, cargo 
ships and more

BY CAR & TRUCK

At legal and 
illegal 
crossing 
points across 
the Northern 
border

BY AIR

By small 
private 
aircraft, 
cargo planes,  
commercial 
aircraft

UNDERGROUND

Through 
legal or 
illegal 
tunnels from 
Canada to 
the U.S. 

RIVERS & LAKES
By speed 
boats, rigid hull 
inflatable 
boats, 
snowmobiles 
when the river 
freezes.

A Warfighter Approach To Stopping Human Trafficking World Day Against Trafficking in Persons 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Northern Border is also utilized by traffickers, and reports of increased trafficking from the North since the sealing of the Southern Border.  The Northern Border is also hazardous in its own ways.

By Foot: pictured here is a case of young men U.S. Border Patrol cameras captured crossing into the United States from Canada through an area known as the Swanton Sector.   In one recent case, over 25,000 have been through to have been trafficked using student visas to get into Canada, and then being walked, driven, or Ubered across the Northern border.
U.S. data shows a substantial rise over the past year in the number of people smuggled from Canada primarily through a stretch of forested and rural borderlands, where eastern Ontario and Quebec meet New York state and Vermont. 
By Sea: Fishing and cargo ships are used to traffic in thousands, on the West Coast across the Pacific Ocean, and the East Coast, across the Atlantic Ocean.  Some then cross the Northern border to the U.S. In one case the MV Lady 3 was bound for British Columbia with over 300 Tamil migrants including over a dozen known or suspected terrorists, who were caught and deported.  
By Truck and Car:
By Air:  Traffickers are using commercial airlines, private aircraft and cargo planes to transport victims.  In one high profile case, victims were trafficked from India to airports in Canada near the border states of North Dakota and Minnesota, driven toward the border,  and then instructed to walk the last miles across the Canada U.S. border . The trafficking ring was uncovered when 4 died in a deadly winter snowstorm just feet from U.S. soil in North Dakota.
Underground: Federal agents discovered an elaborate, 360-foot drug-smuggling tunnel dug underneath the U.S.-Canadian border — the traffickers spent more than a year building the 110-metre long tunnel. It was equipped with lights and ventilation and ran underneath a highway from a Quonset hut-style storage building on a property near Aldergrove, British Columbia to the living room of a home in Lyndon, Washington.
Across St. Lawrence River and Great Lakes  - Traffickers rely on high-speed watercraft, including center-console boats, modified bass boats, personal watercraft (PWCs), and rigid-hull inflatable boats (RHIBs), many of which can avoid detection by border patrol.




Case Study: U.S. v. Cadena (1999- 2015) 

• A family -run trafficking ring  smuggled girls as young as 12 
from Veracruz, Mexico, into the United States.

• Lured victims with false promises of jobs  in hotels and 
restaurants.

• Imposed a $10,000 smuggling debt
• Used physical violence, sexual assault, and threats of 

death  against victims and their families.
• Forced victims into prostitution 12 hours a day, 6 days a 

week,  servicing up to 50 buyers per day
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Where are all these trafficking rings taking people?  Of the hundreds, even thousands we know of, I can only give a few examples of cases, but they will give you the 5Ws – who is being trafficking, where, when, and the why is usually simple:  millions of dollars can be made trafficking human beings.

1999 - The Cadena case was the “wake-up call” for the U.S. It made clear the fact that human trafficking was taking place in the U.S., as well as other countries around the world. Ring members approached women and girls, some as young as twelve years old, in Veracruz, Mexico, and lured them to the United States using false promises of legitimate jobs in hotels and restaurants.  It is believed that hundreds of young women and children were trafficked into the U.S. by this one ring. 
After illegally smuggling women and girls into the United States, the Cadena ring imposed a smuggling debt of $10,000 and used brutal physical force and violence, sexual assaults, and threats of death and bodily harm to the victims and their families to compel the victims to engage in prostitution 12 hours a day, six days a week and turn over the proceeds to the defendants to pay down the debts the defendants imposed.  The victims were forced to prostitute themselves with as many as 50 men per day in a trailer park, which served as a brothel. The men purchased  a “ticket” which was a condom for $25.00.  The purchasers were illegal migrants, but also U.S. citizens from various towns and communities in the vicinity of the brothels.  The victims were charged for food, clothing, shelter, sundries, and other expenses, so they were actually falling deeper into debt, not working the debt off.  Many tried to escape, but they were hunted down and subjected to brutal beatings and rapes upon capture. The victims were circulated to brothels in various cities in Florida, North Carolina, and South Carolina. When rescued the victims had broken bones that had not healed properly from the beatings, pelvic inflammatory disease and scar tissue from untreated STDs and forced abortions, addictions to drugs and alcohol, post-traumatic stress disorder, and many other physical and mental health issues. 
It took the U.S. Department of Justice seventeen years to complete the prosecutions of the members of this criminal ring. Right before the raid, ringleaders Rafael Cadena Soca and Carmen Cadena fled to Mexico. Sixteen defendants were charged in a superseding indictment filed in 1998.  Four members of the ring were convicted in 2000, sentenced to 15 years.  Cadena-Sosa’s brother, Abel Cadena-Sosa, who was convicted in Mexico and sentenced to 24 years, and two other brothers, Hugo and Juan Luis Cadena-Sosa—Carmen Cadena’s husband—, who pleaded guilty in 2002 and 2008, and were sentenced to five years and 15 years respectively.  Six other defendants previously pleaded guilty in U.S. federal court in connection with the scheme, and one was convicted in state court for a murder outside a Cadena-run brothel.
 





• Trafficker was an MS-13 shot-caller in Utah.
• Trafficked boys as young as 7 years old and used them as drug 

couriers.
• Controlled them with violence and intimidation
• Arrested and deported seven times  but repeatedly returned to the 

United States to continue operating his trafficking network.
• Utah AG gained trust of 30 child victims,  enabling investigators to 

identify 250+ additional victims , making it one of the largest human 
trafficking cases in U.S. history.

Case Study: State v. Victor Manuel Rax (2006 – 2014) 
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2014 - A father noticed his son acting oddly.  He suspected some kind of sexual exploitation by an adult male and contacted the Utah Attorney General’s Office. After discussion, the teen bravely agreed to wear a wire to allow surveillance.  The suspected trafficker turned out to be Victor Manuel Rax, a powerful ringleader and shot-caller in an MS-13 ring. He was raping young boys, then selling them, and then forcing them to be mules for his drug trafficking network.  Federal efforts to prosecute and convict him had failed mainly because no victims had come forward due to threats and intimidation to the victims and their families.   Rax had been arrested and deported seven times and had been able to return to the U.S. and reestablish himself because of the powerful criminal network he had built here.   
The Utah AG was able to gain the trust of 30 young boys who were victims of Rax, and they led him to 250 additional boys who were also victims. The youngest was 7 years old, several were 9 years old when he was first abused.  The abuse dated back to 2006 (so, 8 years before the AG’s office uncovered child sex trafficking). During preparation for the trial the trafficker hanged himself.  The trial went forward so the victims could testify as to what happened to them, including how he recruited his victims (giving them money, candy, and taking them to the local video arcades) and how he forced them to do his bidding (taking them to a back alley with a family dog, shooting the dog and telling them that that would be their parents and siblings if they ever said anything).  Rax used proceeds from his drug trafficking enterprise to give money, gifts, controlled substances and food as a way to groom the children to remain and/or return to (Rax). The boys reported similar stories of being lured to Rax with offers of free alcohol and/or  drugs and then being sexually abused to break them down and then being forced to become drug mules for Rax’s criminal network. The boys told prosecutors they were afraid something would happen to them or their families if they tried to get away. This case was one of the largest human trafficking cases in the U.S.
The State brought 31 felony charges against Victor Manuel Rax, 42, and accomplices including aggravated human trafficking for forced labor involving a child, racketeering, multiple counts of forcible sodomy on a child, aggravated sexual abuse of a child, child endangerment and object rape, witness tampering, and forgery, as well as drug trafficking and drug distribution counts.





Border Breach: Smuggled into the U.S. Southern border by foot and car 
Destination: San Diego, California
Purpose:  Sex Trafficking 

• Hundreds of young women and girls as young as 12 were trafficked 
from small towns in Mexico to open-air brothels  in California's 
strawberry fields.

• Victims were sold for approximately $2,500 each and transported 
to makeshift brothels hidden in the reeds along the San Luis Rey 
River near San Diego.

• Traffickers built concealed "hooches " from plastic tarps, where men 
paid $25 for 10-minute encounters.

• Victims were forced to work seven days a week, regardless of 
illness, serving up to 300 buyers per day.

• Each victim generated an estimated $50,000 per week—up to $3 
million annually —for the trafficking network.

Case Study: U.S. v. Adrian Zitlalpopoca et al. (2000 – 2006)
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2000 – 2006 - Hundreds of young women and girls as young as 12 years old were trafficked from small towns in Mexico like Tenancingo a high plateau town west of Mexico city, to open air brothel in the strawberry field north of San Diego. They were recruited by coyotes who lured them with promises of jobs in restaurants and hotels, as housekeepers in private homes. The route was through Tijuana and took several days driving the desert highway, sleeping in the car. In Tijuana the girls were taken to a shop and outfitted with short dresses, tank tops, silver belts and high heeled shoes. Then they were forced up to a room above a bar where, according to court documents, they were told they had to start working before crossing into the U.S. to pay bills. Dozens of men came in and out during one night. 
The next day they drove in a car traveling east to Tecate on Highway 2. Some 40 miles east of Tecate and before the Rumorosa Grade, the traffickers made the “jump” over the border. The car went by back mountain roads during the small hours of the night until they reached U.S. soil.  In the U.S., the coyote got his cash, and the girls were transferred to another car. They heard the traffickers talking about the  price each girl would bring in San Diego - $2500.When they got to San Diego, they were driven north to an area known as The Reeds, which was not far from Camp Pendleton, where North River Road runs beside the San Luis Rey River. There, the traffickers had set up dozens of plastic trash bags on the ground and cut small tentlike caves, which they called “hooches,” into the reeds.  Men lined up and moved in and out of the reeds. Lookouts with two-way radios paced the walkway that topped the levee. Watchers had whistles to warn of police — its sound meant the girls must abandon camp and hide in the bushes. 
The girls were vanned in and taken down the embankment. At the entrance to each hooch was a blanket or a plastic sheet. The sheet, along with the canopy of entangled reeds overhead, provided “privacy.” Traffickers gave the girls towels and carpets, paper towels, condoms, and jars of Vaseline. On a branch they tied plastic bags for used paper towels.  In a clearing, the traffickers took the money. The men paid up front, money the girls never saw: The price for ten minutes was $25. The traffickers set egg timers to ten minutes. If the timer rang and the man wasn’t finished, the traffickers threw him out.  Day in day out, the men streamed in. The girls “worked”  whether they were well or sick.  They did it until evening, when they backpacked everything out.
It was a giant criminal operation.  On any day as many as 300 men purchased sex from girls lying on their back on plastic sheets. They were open for business 7 days a week, making about $50,000 a week. At trial it was asked why they set up in the strawberry fields and one of the traffickers said that a house couldn’t accommodate the number of johns, the number of girls, the number of spaces the girls worked in, and the number of escape routes — if the operation were raided — as well as the fields could. The women and girls were rotated to five locations every week. Among the sites are three named after local landmarks: Las Antenas. Also in Carlsbad, next to strawberry fields, a long ditch with cardboard shacks covered in brush named Las Fresas. And in Oceanside, the Reeds.
One 16-year-old, trafficked when she was 15, was the key to the case.  Befriended by the head of a San Diego anti-trafficking organization, she bravely gave details of the operation which allowed law enforcement officials to piece together the entire ring. They raided the brothel in 2005, but it took 15 years to complete the investigation, and to arrest, charge, prosecute and convict all the traffickers.  The first of the traffickers were caught and indicted in 2005.  At their respective guilty plea hearings in 2006, the co-defendants admitted to being part of an organization recruited, enticed, harbored, transported, provided and obtained young Mexican women and girls for the purpose of prostitution. They further admitted to knowing that many of the girls were under the age of 18.  The leader of a sex trafficking ring, Gerardo Salazar aka El Gallo, was indicted in 2005, but escaped and was extradited from Mexico 10 years later. He pleaded guilty to harboring illegal aliens for the purpose of prostitution, to smuggling minor girls and young women from Mexico into the United States and using deception, threats of harm, physical force and psychological coercion to compel their service in another case in Houston.
Border breaches:  by car and foot, at illegal crossings, over a period of five years
Aerial spotting of open-air brothels with trafficked women and girls
This was the first west coast wake up call for the U.S.  




• 14-year-old immigrant Marcos Cux lost his arm while working at a 
slaughterhouse.

• Hired through a cleaning contractor, Cux and dozens of other 
children made up nearly one-third of the plant's overnight cleaning 
crew.

• They cleaned industrial machinery with corrosive chemicals, 
pressure hoses, and hazardous tools, often  suffering chemical 
burns.

• Many of the children were working under intense pressure to repay 
their "travel debts."

• Authorities and community members failed to act despite knowing 
children were working in hazardous slaughterhouse conditions. 

• Hundreds of other children trafficked in this manner to these U.S. 
factories

Department of Labor Investigation (2020)
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For labor trafficking, consider these cases: 

Chesapeake, Virginia, May 2, 2020
A 14-year-old foreign national immigrant boy, Marcos Cux, lost his arm while working at a chicken slaughterhouse on the Eastern Shore of Virginia.  Cux was hired by one of the chicken processor’s contractors tasked with cleaning operations. He and dozens of other middle and high school-aged children made up about a third of the overnight shifts at the factory.  Mostly from Central America,  and trafficked up through Mexico and across our border, the children were hired through an outside sanitation company. They worked with potent acids and other chemicals in pressure hoses to wash away blood and chicken scraps from industrial machines and headsplitters.  Sometimes they showed up to school with burns . When interviewed later, school administrators, teachers, federal inspectors and even police officers said they had stayed quiet for years even though they knew something was wrong.  Everyone said they thought they were helping because they had understood that the children were under extraordinary pressure to earn money to pay off their “travel debts.” [quotations added] 
https://www.npr.org/2023/09/25/1201524399/child-labor-perdue-farms-tyson-foods-investigation https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/16/us/perdue-jbs-slaughterhouses-child-labor.html https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/18/magazine/child-labor-dangerous-jobs.html 





• At least 102 foreign national children (ages 13–17) were illegally 
employed in hazardous sanitation jobs at 13 meat processing 
plants across 8 states .

• They worked overnight shifts  cleaning industrial meat processing 
equipment with caustic chemicals.

• The investigation began after multiple children suffered serious 
injuries  while cleaning razor-sharp saws, head splitters, and other 
high-risk machinery.

• Packers Sanitation Services Inc. (PSSI), one of the nation's largest 
sanitation contractors, paid $1.5 million in civil penalties

• But no jail time because not tried as human trafficking case

Department of Labor Investigation (2020) cont.
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 In another case in Kieler, Wisconsin and eight other states, August 2022 

At least 102 foreign national children – ages 13 to 17 years of age - were illegally employed in hazardous jobs in food sanitation services. The children were working overnight shifts at 13 meat processing facilities in 8 states.  The cases were uncovered after children suffered severe injuries working with toxic chemicals cleaning meat processing equipment.  The investigation started after a middle school in Grand Island, Nebraska, notified police that a 14-year-old student came to school with acid burns on her hands and knees. The girl told staff that she was working night shifts at a local slaughterhouse plant. Teachers also noticed that other students were falling asleep in class after reportedly working at the plant at night. “It seemed to be known within the community that minors either are or were working overnight shifts. They told us about children that were falling asleep in class, that they had burns, chemical burns. They were concerned for the safety of the kids. They were concerned that they were not able to stay awake and do their job, which is learning in school,” Shannon Rebolledo, a labor department investigator, told news reporters when she investigated the case.  The  case was investigated as a wage and hour case in the Department of Labor and the company paid $1.5 million in civil money penalties.  Unfortunately, no one looked at the fact that these children had been trafficked from other countries into  these hazardous jobs. 

Photos of Central American and Mexican children in the meat packing factory case.  Reporters interviewed many townspeople after the first Department of Labor investigations.
Most said they were aware of a large number of foreign nationals, including children, working in the factories doing hazardous work that is against the law in our country. Whole communities stayed quiet because they thought
They were helping the children make the money they needed to pay off debts and send money back home to their families.  Whole communities became enablers, or witting or unwitting facilitators of child labor trafficking, which is designated a “worst form of labor” by the U.N.

Why are we focused on these cases? Because if our warfighters deployed to the border





Chinese Grow Farms in the United States Engage in Sex Trafficking and Labor Trafficking
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Oklahoma’s struggle with Chinese buying up of at least 400,000 acres of land and maybe closer to 1.7 million acres.  The land is purchased through shell companies, using U.S. citizens most of whom do not even live in Oklahoma.  The Chinese have set up huge marijuana farms, first for medical marijuana, ostensibly for Oklahoma pharmacies, but last year over 23 million plants were grown; Oklahoma used less than 900,000 of them.  The rest was shipped to every state in the U.S. and across the ocean to European countries. It is a $300 million business that has sprung up almost overnight. The legislators recounted the difficulty in getting the public to understand the problem.  Huge PR campaigns (bought and paid for by China) carried the message “it’s just a little weed”), but crimes including murder, extortion, robbery, human smuggling, and human trafficking – both sex and labor trafficking – have exploded. Other crimes include illegal casinos, money laundering, gun distribution.  In high-speed chases, police describe weapons such as huge road spikes that the Chinese throw out of their cars and trucks to puncture the tires of police cars.   Rep Turner said Chinese laborers smuggled in (through the southern border and by air) and exposed to hazardous materials in the growing process suffer “chemical pneumonia” a life threatening disease.  When victims get injured or sick, they are driven in the dead of night to the emergency ward and dropped off on the sidewalk without identification.  Last year, a huge brothel that catered exclusively to the Chinese laborers at one of the grow farms was found, with hundreds of trafficked women and children inside it, all brought to Oklahoma illegally.  During a raid, victims of labor and sex trafficking were found living 30 to a room, no running water, no electricity, one bowl of food per day.  The environmental impact from the sewage and human waste has been tremendous. Several deaths have been reported on the farms.  
 
Very few photos of the inside of these grow farms exist.  The Chinese are called “ghost growers” because they are never seen. A recent expose entitled, “Chinese Organized Crime Dominates Oklahoma’s Illegal  Marijuana Market” was illustrated completely with artist sketches.  
 
Police described very high levels of organized crime. Managers on the farms wear a red scarf that signifies party membership in the CCP.  They used fake Amazon and Federal Express trucks to transport the drugs across the U.S. and went to the trouble of copying the details of the trucks exactly, including uniforms for their drivers so they went undetected for many years. The last 15 minutes were taken up with questions from legislators from half dozen states saying that they had a similar problem in their state and wanting to know how to combat it.  Rep. Turner said, “Don’t let it happen at all.” He noted that for Oklahoma it started with a seemingly harmless introduction of a ballot measure that, looking back, had foreign national backing.  
 
 



Chinese Grow Farms in the United States: A Criminal Enterprise Masquerading as Legitimate?
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Very few photos of the inside of these grow farms exist.  The Chinese are called “ghost growers” because they are never seen. A recent expose entitled, “Chinese Organized Crime Dominates Oklahoma’s Illegal  Marijuana Market” was illustrated completely with artist sketches.  
 
Police described very high levels of organized crime. Managers on the farms wear a red scarf that signifies party membership in the CCP.  They used fake Amazon and Federal Express trucks to transport the drugs across the U.S. and went to the trouble of copying the details of the trucks exactly, including uniforms for their drivers so they went undetected for many years. The last 15 minutes were taken up with questions from legislators from half dozen states saying that they had a similar problem in their state and wanting to know how to combat it.  Rep. Turner said, “Don’t let it happen at all.” He noted that for Oklahoma it started with a seemingly harmless introduction of a ballot measure that, looking back, had foreign national backing.  
 
 



What do all these case have in common?

CONTROL

• Victims held 
against their will

 
• Identify papers 

seized
 

• Force, fraud & 
coercion
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EXPLOITATION

• Exploitation of 
Children

• Unpaid labor 

• 14–16 hour work 
days 

• No medical care

CRIMINAL 
NETWORKS

• Trafficking 
linked to TCOs 
and FTOs and 
domestic gangs

• Harm and even 
deaths on U.S. 
soil



CTIP Training Pathway
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FOUNDATIONAL TRAINING

A Warfighter Approach to 
Combating Human Trafficking

SPECIALIZED TRAINING

Seal and Repel: Border Security 
to Prevent Human Trafficking 

SPECIALIZED TRAINING

National Guard Training on 
Human Trafficking

A three-course training series to help military personnel recognize, report, and stop human trafficking.

The series begins with the foundational Warfighter Approach, followed by specialized training for border 
security and National Guard personnel.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Human trafficking is a grave global issue that affects not only millions of lives worldwide, but also directly undermines what you stand for as a U.S. service member. Often described as modern-day slavery, human trafficking poses a direct threat to mission readiness, your families, and the very principles of freedom and dignity you swear to protect. 
 
For warfighters, understanding trafficking is not an abstract academic exercise; it’s about recognizing a persistent enemy that operates asymmetrically. Traffickers use unconventional methods to exploit vulnerabilities, much like insurgents or terrorist groups aim to destabilize and exploit weaknesses. Human trafficking is intertwined with other illicit activities like drug trafficking, arms smuggling, and even terrorism—activities you often encounter in the line of duty.
And this threat doesn’t stay overseas. 





A Warfighter Approach to Combating Human Trafficking
• Discusses the evolving threat environment, 

including cartels, transnational criminal 
organizations, terrorists, and other adversaries that 
use human trafficking to advance their operations. 

• Examines the links between human trafficking, drug 
trafficking, arms trafficking, migrant smuggling, and 
other transnational criminal activity. 

• Prepares personnel to recognize, respond 
appropriately to, and help disrupt human trafficking 
in operational environments through interactive 
maps, case studies, and real-world scenarios.
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Seal and Repel: Border Security to Prevent Human Trafficking 
• Designed specifically for personnel deploying to the U.S. 

border.

• Provides mission-enhancing capabilities to secure the 
border and stop the flow of human trafficking, illegal 
drugs, contraband, criminals, and illegal immigration 
into the United States.

• Features an animated map illustrating the routes and 
patterns used by human traffickers into and across the 
United States.

• Includes instruction on recognizing the signs, symbols, 
and markings of cartels, gangs, transnational criminal 
organizations, and foreign terrorist organizations 
involved in human trafficking.
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National Guard Training on Human Trafficking 
• Designed for National Guard personnel 

responding to disasters, public health 
emergencies, urban crime, major sporting 
events, protests, and border operations.

• Emphasizes the importance of recognizing 
the signs of human trafficking to support 
mission success and protect the citizens of 
the United States.

• Features original interactive maps showing 
how traffickers exploit the U.S. borders and 
trafficking routes and patterns across the 
United States.

A Warfighter Approach To Stopping Human Trafficking World Day Against Trafficking in Persons 

This map shows cases of human trafficking where National 
Guard member have been or are now being deployed



Additional CTIP Warfighter Readiness Resources
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